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The Indian community, facing this new crisis, at a public
meeting held in Johannesburg took an oath, upon Gandhi's
advice, after previous consultation with the leaders, not to
apply for registration, but to take the consequences, whether
of ruin or imprisonment. A protest and warning were
lodged with the Government, on the grounds that (a) the
new law, if passed, would add to the anti-Indian legislation
already on the Statute Book ; (6) it would be a breach of an
official undertaking that the existing registration documents
would be final ,* (c) it would be based upon unsupported
allegations of fraud on the part of the community and its
leaders ; (d) it would be based upon the assumption of large
illicit immigration which the census figures had disproved ;
(e) the compulsory giving of finger-impressions was required
only of convicted criminals; (/) acceptance of the new
measure would eventually involve Indians in other parts of
South Africa in the denial and restriction of their rights;
and (g) it would be a humiliation to the Motherland which
could not be tolerated.
But Gandhi's method was always that of conciliation and
negotiation where possible. The Colonial Administration,
however, refused to negotiate with the Indian community
and pressed the measure through the Legislature. As it
could not come into operation without the Royal Assent,
Gandhi, as leader of a small deputation, was sent to England
to prevent this, and eventually succeeded, largely with the
help of prominent retired officials from India and Lord
Ampthill, former Governor of Madras and acting Viceroy.
In the meanwhile, steps had been taken, by agreement
between the British and Boer leaders, to establish res-
ponsible government in the Transvaal, and it became opera-
tive in 1907, The first Bill of importance, rushed through
all its stages in the newly-elected Legislative Council by
the Government of General Botha, in which General Smuts
held the portfolio of Asiatic affair, was the very measure
which had already been rejected upon the advice of the
Colonial Office. Now, however, in spite of Indian protests,
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